
Hey, Carlsbad!
Recycle right. Compost smartly.  
Waste less. All for FREE.



Because protecting the planet shouldn’t cost a thing.
The following complimentary services are offered at Palomar Transfer Station and the 
Recycling Buyback Center for Carlsbad residents.

Mattress recycling

Enter through the scales, 
and you will be directed 
where to go.

Carpet recycling

Enter through the scales, 
and you will be directed 
where to go.

Pick up mulch and 
compost

•	 Please bring your own 
container. 

•	 No limit on amount. 
•	 Check in at the office.* 

PALOMAR TRANSFER STATION
Open Monday through Sunday, 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Building remodeling or construction? 

Recycle your construction and demolition materials properly at Palomar Transfer Station. 
Fees may apply. 

Acceptable items include:

•	 Asphalt
•	 Clay roof tiles
•	 Rocks

•	 Dirt
•	 Dry wall
•	 Metal

•	 Concrete
•	 Wood (not treated,  

stained or painted)

RECYCLING BUYBACK CENTER
Open Monday through Saturday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Proof of residency is required for all programs. 
Examples include: utility bill, waste services bill, driver’s license, etc. 
*The Republic Services offices are located in the building past the Recycling Buyback Center. The main door to the front desk is located 
on the left side of the building.

Electronic waste recycling

Anything with a plug  
is accepted.

Battery and light bulb 
recycling

•	 Household batteries, 
lithium-ion batteries and 
LED light bulbs are accepted. 

•	 Fluorescent and broken 
light bulbs and tubes are 
not accepted.

Cooking and motor oil 
recycling

•	 Free used oil recovery  
kits are available in  
the office.*  

•	 Return containers.

Medical sharps  
recycling

•	 Place your sharps in a rigid 
container with a lid, such as 
a coffee grounds container 
or plastic milk jug.

•	 Return containers.

Moving, or have a large 
amount of cardboard?

Bring it to the Recycling 
Buyback Center for free 
recycling. Please ensure all 
cardboard is broken down.

California Redemption 
Value (CRV)

Residents can get CRV 
for bottles and cans, and 
recycle other materials.



There’s a 5-gallon maximum limit per drop-off. Containers that are leaking, empty or 
without the original printed manufacturer’s label are NOT ACCEPTED at drop-off sites. 

PaintCare Products 

These products have a fee when 
purchased and are accepted for free at 
drop-off sites:

•	 Interior and exterior architectural 
paints: latex, acrylic, water-based, alkyd, 
oil-based, enamel (including textured 
coatings)

•	 Deck coatings, floor paints (including 
elastomeric)

•	 Primers, sealers, undercoaters

•	 Stains

•	 Shellacs, lacquers, varnishes, urethanes 
(single component)

•	 Waterproofing concrete/masonry/
wood sealers and repellents (not tar or 
bitumen-based)

•	 Metal coatings, rust preventatives
•	 Field and lawn paints 

Non-PaintCare Products

These products do not have a fee when 
purchased and are NOT ACCEPTED at 
drop-off sites:

•	 Paint thinners, mineral spirits, solvents

•	 Aerosol coatings

•	 Auto and marine paints

•	 Arts and crafts paints

•	 Caulking compounds, epoxies,  
glues, adhesives

•	 Paint additives, colorants, tints, resins

•	 Wood preservatives  
(containing pesticides)

•	 Roof patch and repair

•	 Asphalt, tar and bitumen-based 
products

•	 2-component coatings

•	 Deck cleaners

•	 Traffic and road marking paints

•	 Industrial maintenance (IM) coatings

•	 Original equipment manufacturer (OEM)
(shop application) paints and finishes

PAINTCARE RECYCLING IS HERE! 
Visit PaintCare Recycling Now
Open Monday through Saturday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Entrance

Palomar Transfer Station and the Recycling Buyback Center are located at the same site: 
5960 El Camino Real
Carlsbad, CA 92008

Your everyday choices can 
change the world
Start with our free eco-friendly services.



Step 1

Collect your used household 
(non-lithium) batteries.

Step 2

Place in a clear zipper bag  
(1 quart or smaller).

Step 3

Place on top of blue recycling 
cart lid.  
Do NOT place inside cart.

Additional Curbside Recycling
Residents can place unlimited flattened 
cardboard (pieces no larger than 2’ x 3’) and 
additional volumes of mixed recyclable 
materials contained in paper bags or 
cardboard boxes adjacent to their 
recycling cart on their regularly scheduled 
collection day for free. 

Bulky Item Pickup
Carlsbad residents may dispose of up to 5 
bulky household items for free, 3 times 
annually. Please call Republic Services at 
760.332.6464 at least 24 hours in advance  
of your regular collection day to schedule  
a pickup.

Acceptable items:

•	 Furniture
•	 Appliances
•	 TVs/monitors
•	 Electronic waste
•	 Mattresses and box springs*

Unacceptable items:

•	 Hazardous waste
•	 Fencing
•	 Tires
•	 Construction/demo debris
•	 Wood pallets
•	 Sinks/bathtubs

Not sure if your item qualifies as bulky? Give us a call — our agents are happy to help.

*Must be wrapped in plastic for safe handling

Together we recycle - no cost, big impact.

Exchanges
Carts damaged by normal wear and tear, 
or carts that go missing, can be replaced 
at no charge by calling Republic Services 
at 760.332.6464. If your cart size does not 
meet your household needs, and a change 
is necessary, you may call for an exchange 
of any type or size of cart at no charge, 
once per calendar year. Any additional 
exchanges in the same calendar year will 
incur a delivery fee.

Carts
Residents can have up to three recycling 
(blue) and three organics recycling (green) 
carts for free. Any additional landfill (gray) 
carts, aside from the one provided under your 
rate, will incur a service fee.

Battery Recycling Program



Remember to recycle right

Don’t bag it.Empty.     Clean.      Dry.

RESOURCES FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

CarlsbadService@RepublicServices.com 

760.332.6464

RepublicServices.com/CarlsbadCA

5960 El Camino Real 
Carlsbad, CA 92008


