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Why Separating Your Organics Matters 
Did you know that placing your food scraps and yard 
trimmings in your organics cart (gray cart with a green lid) 
helps protect our environment? It’s a small everyday action 
with a big impact! 

When you use your organics cart, your waste goes to a 
compost facility instead of a landfill. There, it’s turned into 
nutrient-rich compost used for farming and landscaping. 
This helps:

	Ă Reduce harmful greenhouse gases, specifically methane 
(which is 84 times stronger than carbon dioxide). 
According to CalRecycle, these greenhouse gases 
negatively contribute to climate change. The impacts of 
climate change are wide-reaching, but include hotter 
summers, intense wildfires and unpredictable weather 
patterns.

	Ă Keep valuable materials out of the landfill.

	Ă Support healthier soil and local agriculture.

California’s Senate Bill (SB) 1383 law requires everyone to 
separate organics to help reduce climate warming emissions. 
Thanks to this effort, more than 217,000 tons of edible food 
were recovered in 2023 and shared with people in need.

By using your organics cart correctly, you’re helping create 
a cleaner, healthier community for everyone. Thank you for 
doing your part!

It’s time to get ready for spring! 
Please join us at this free compost giveaway event 
hosted by the City of Fairfield and Republic Services.

Dunnell Nature Park and Education Center  
3351 Hillridge Drive, Fairfield, CA 94534.  
Saturday, April 11, from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m., or while 
supplies last.

Proof of residency is required. This is a self-serve 
event, so don’t forget to bring a container for your 
compost. Shovels will be provided. Please note, 
trailers are not allowed.

For more details, contact the City of Fairfield Solid 
Waste Division at 707.428.7528.



Using Your Recycling and Organics Cart the Right Way! 

Help your community recycle and compost correctly by following these best practices for using your 
Recycling and Organics carts.

Recycling Cart – What Goes In 
	Ă Do not bag recyclables. If you collect items in a bag, 

empty them loose into the recycling cart, and place 
the bag in the trash.

	Ă Paper plates, napkins and paper towels belong in 
the organics cart, not in recycling.

	Ă Styrofoam™ and single-use utensils go in the trash.

	Ă No electronic waste (batteries, electronics, cords) is 
allowed in any cart.

WHAT SHOULD YOUR RECYCLING LOOK LIKE?
Proper sorting is important!
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GOOD JOB!
Remember to place not 
only yard trimmings 
inside your organics 
cart, but also food 
scraps and food-soiled 
paper products (such 
as paper towels, paper 
plates and pizza boxes!)

ROOM FOR 
IMPROVEMENT
Keep your organics 
cart free of plastic 
and pet waste!
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(Covers: Alhambra Valley, Bay Point, Central San, Concord, 

Morgan Territory, Pacheco, and Uninc. Pleasant Hill)
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Help your community compost the right way by following 
these best practices for using your green organics cart:

• Compost only yard trimmings, food scraps, and food-
soiled paper (paper towels, paper plates, pizza boxes)

• No plastic (including plastic bags, plastic food packaging, 
and containers), metal, or glass

• No pet waste
• If you wrap your food scraps, use only newspaper, 

paper bags, or BPI-Certified compostable bags (marked 
“Compostable: BPI–Meets ASTM 6400 Standard”)

Using Your Green Organics Cart,  
The Right Way! GOOD JOB! 
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Please remove contamination before your next service day. If you would 
like us to come back and service your cart for a fee, or to schedule  

a special bulky pick-up, call (925) 685-4711 or (707) 747-0608.
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Time for Lid Flippin’!
SB 1383 requires local jurisdictions to monitor contamination and proper sorting 
of organics and recycling by performing route audits and contamination checks. 
Republic Services employees may be in your neighborhood throughout the year 
performing “lid-flips” and looking into all 3 of your carts—landfill, recycle and 
organics—for proper sorting. They may leave an educational “OOPS” tag if some-
thing should have gone into a different cart; if you receive an “OOPS” tag for con-
tamination, you will be contacted to discuss how your sorting could be improved.  

If you see an auditor in your neighborhood, feel free to say hello and ask any 
questions about what goes where, where you can take hard to recycle items, 
and any suggestions to make sorting easier and cleaner!  

Remember: Proper Sorting is Important!

Here are a few things to know 
about the audit process:
• No bags are opened.
• No contents are touched.
• Educational tags (“OOPS” tags)  

may be attached to cart(s).

Here are a few reminders to help with proper sorting:
• DO NOT BAG recyclables. If you collect your recycling in bags, please empty 

the contents into your RECYCLE cart and place the bag in the GARBAGE cart.
• PAPER PLATES, NAPKINS and PAPER TOWELS go in the ORGANICS cart, not 

the recycle cart.
• No e-waste in any cart. Call customer service at 925.685.4711 to schedule 

a pickup.
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To keep our recycling and organics program successful, only place accepted materials in your carts. If your recycling 
or organics cart is contaminated, a contaminations fee may appear in your next bill.

Thank you for helping us keep our community clean and sustainable!

Please Help Us Serve You Better 
Please place carts at least 2 feet apart and 6 feet away from other 
objects, such as cars, mailboxes and light poles.

Organics Cart – Compost Only 
Place only the following in your organics cart:

	Ă Yard trimmings

	Ă Food scraps

	Ă Food-soiled paper (paper towels, paper plates, 
pizza boxes)

Do NOT place:

	Ă Plastic of any kind (bags, food packaging, 
containers)

	Ă Metal or glass

	Ă Pet waste

	Ă Painted or treated wood

If you wrap food scraps, use only newspaper, paper 
bags or BPI Certified compostable bags.


